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distress on behalf of its prosperity and progress propaganda.
The press (Pravda, May 20, 1935) stated that a religious
union in America had remitted some hundreds of dollars to
the Jews of the villages of Osarichi and Kalinkowichi by order
of two emigrants, Simon and Mendel Heim. These people had
formerly been "kulak exploiters/' and the money was meant to
be distributed to their "starving countrymen." (The inverted
commas are the newspaper's.) "The impudent offer of these
former kulaks" Pravda declared, "caused profound indigna-
tion. At a meeting of the workers of both places it was unani-
mously resolved to return the money." It is easy to imagine
with what heavy hearts the suffering Jews carried out this
"voluntary" resolution. But what is most interesting, however,
is the "collective reply"—unanimously approved by the meeting
—which accompanied the return of the money. The reply runs:
"At a time when the proletariat is starving in every capitalist
country, not excluding America, in our country prosperity is
growing every day. In the free land of the Soviet Union, where
the national policy of Lenin and Stalin has been made a reality,
the Jews capable of work are labouring in the factories, the
works, the mines and in the Socialist fields. They collaborate
actively in the building up of Socialism. The 'starving country-
men' about whom you are so distressed are to-day living well
and working successfully."
Thus at a time when the Chief Rabbis of France and Paris
were describing in detail the extreme distress of the orthodox
Jews in Russia, and appealing to world Jewry for help, and
when even the Soviet representatives in every part of the world
had Torgsin posters put up asking for "presents" to be sent to
Russia, the money remitted by American Jews was refused on
account of the progress and prosperity of Russia, or often
handed over to the "Red Aid." Hundreds of pro-Communist
papers throughout the world thereupon published these replies
addressed to the "exploiters" abroad in order to prove die
falsehood of the allegations of distress in Russia. One cannot

